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Highlights of the Past Year 

•  Support for Fed/State efile for MeF 1040 
•  Tweaks for Fed/State efile for MeF 1120/1065 

•  Support for the Full IAT 
•  New FSET Schema Packages, Old and New 

•  New Motor Fuel Schema Package 

•  New Streamlined Schema Package 

•  New, Improved Website www.statemef.com  



MeF 1040 Support 

•  Finalize State Schema Set 
– Major Release one year ago 
– Adapted new IRS Return Header, including 
elements for Paid Preparer InformaVon and 
Signature OpVons 

– Updated FinancialTransacVon to allow states to 
customize transacVon opVons and to support the 
IAT (or not!) 

– Added elements for special programs such as FFA 
– State versions of IRS W‐2 and 1099‐R 



Next Steps for MeF 

•  Requested changes to State Manifest 
– Resolve Name Control issue 
– State schema version 
– Use of temporary IDs 

•  Requested changes to Financial TransacVon 
– Amounts must be non‐negaVve 
– Allow four digit tax type codes 

•  Full Support for IAT 
•  AddiVonal IRS forms such as W‐2G, 1099‐MISC 



New IRS Schema Standards 

•  IRS plans announced on June 30th 1040 
Working Group session 

•  ImplementaVon of “common vocabulary” and 
Repository across all forms families 

•  Structural changes to IRS schemas will impact 
TIGERS standards and all state schemas 

•  TIGERS response to IRS posted on TIGERS 
website 

•  Beginning dialog between IRS and TIGERS 



Support for States ImplemenVng  
MeF 1040 

•  Forum for discussion and swapping 
technology Vps 

•  Review of schema sets for implemenVng 
states 

•  Establishment of Best PracVces for 
implemenVng states 



States schema review process 

•  Submit new schemas to TIGERS for review 
•  Send email to statemef@rsimail.com & copy 
Terry Garber at garbert@sctax.org   

•  Schemas are reviewed based on TIGERS 
standards and best pracVces documents. 

•  There are sVll a few state that have not yet 
submieed any schemas! 



States schema review process 

•  Standards: 
hep://www.statemef.com/projects/mef/
TIGERS_MeF_STANDARDS.pdf 

•  Best pracVces: 
hep://www.statemef.com/projects/mef/
Best_PracVces_2008.pdf 



New issues for States ImplemenVng  
MeF 1040 

•  Use forward slashes in the path for include 
files. 
– Backslashes work on windows machine, but not 
Unix or Linux 

•  Change version number each Vme the schema 
is updated 
– Makes it easier to track changes 

•  Use same enumeraVon for ReturnType in 
header and SubmissionType in State Manifest 



Best pracVces for States ImplemenVng  
MeF 1040 

•  Try to be consistent with legacy during this 
transiVon period. 
– Developers had liele flexibility support MeF 
differences from legacy due to volume 
management restricVons 

•  Avoid required PDF aeachments 

•  Put xpath in acknowledgement, especially for 
validaVon errors 

•  Document tags with form and line number 



Best pracVces for States ImplemenVng  
MeF 1040 

•  Boolean vs. checkbox 
– Use Boolean when there is a yes/no box set on the 
form 

– Use checkbox when there is one of more single 
checkboxes on the form 
•  Typically not mutually exclusive 

– For mutually exclusive checkboxes, create a type 
with enumeraVons 
•  i.e. – Filing Status 



Tweaks for MeF 1120/1065 

•  Major release one year ago 
•  Header changes common with MeF 1040 

•  FinancialTransacVon common with MeF 1040 

•  Widespread adopVon – most states now 
“forms based” in state schema sets 

•  Reviewed schema sets for new states 
implemenVng MeF 1120/1065. 



Understanding the IAT 

•  NACHA InternaVonal ACH TransacVon (IAT)  
•  Implemented September 2009 

•  Worked with NACHA to clarify what makes an 
internaVonal transacVon 

•  Added indicators to schemas and to legacy 
efile record to idenVfy IAT situaVons 

•  Most states choose to default to other forms 
of payment rather than support IAT 



ImplemenVng the IAT 

•  Some states are now ready to  implement the 
full IAT funcVonality 

•  Changes to Financial TransacVon 
– Choice of IsIATTransacVon, NOTIATTransacVon, or 
FullIATTransacVon with name and address of 
foreign receiving financial insVtuVon 

•  Changes to older FSET StatePayment 
– Allow states on older releases to support IAT 



New FSET Schema Package 

•  Fed/State Employment Taxes, including state 
Withholding and Unemployment Insurance 

•  Updated schema set to use MeF common 
elements, especially Return Header and 
FinancialTransacVon 

•  New specificaVon for states to build a web 
services gateway to make FSET more like MeF 
for industry partners 



Older FSET Schema Packages 

•  States sVll on 1.x and 2.x releases 
•  Recognized need to support those releases in  
order to provide standard soluVons to 
common needs 
– Support for foreign addresses 
– Tweaks to ContribuVonRate and TaxTypeCode 

•  Provide a migraVon path to the new release 
– Choice of ContentLocaVon or SubmissionId 



New Motor Fuel Schema Set 

•  New name – “MFET” for Motor Fuel Excise Tax 
•  Finalized schema set using MeF common 
components such as ReturnHeader and 
FinancialTransacVon, but customized at return 
data level for standard Motor Fuel filings such 
as Supplier and Terminal Operator 

•  Now waiVng for states to adopt XML efile for 
Motor Fuel 



New Streamlined Schema Set 

•  Changes approved by Streamlined Sales Tax 
Governing Board 

•  Eliminated InformaVon Report and other 
unused schemas 

•  Header and FinancialTransacVon more similar 
to MeF, though sVll unique to SST 

•  Implemented naVon‐wide this past May 



Non Streamlined Schema Set 

•  New NACTP task force on Sales & Use efile 
•  Goal of standardizaVon across non‐
Streamlined states 

•  Revive development of Full Electronic Return? 

•  Joint meeVng with TIGERS on Thursday 
aoernoon this week 

•  PresentaVons of state Sales efile 



TIGERS Website Improvements 

•  SVll www.statemef.com 
•  New template with “Vger” logo 
•  Simpler navigaVon 
•  Key informaVon such as upcoming meeVngs 
right on home page 

•  More informaVon on each project 
•  Google search engine 
•  Removed “deadwood” 











TIGERS CommunicaVons 
 and Contact Data 

•  TIGERs Clearing House for Standards and 
CommunicaVons 

•  FuncVonal operaVons – MeF and FSET Programs 
–  Provide all Partners with perVnent State Development 
Stages 
•  Gateway Development 

•  Business Rule Development 
•  Schema Approvals 

•  Schema Version in Use – FSET only 

–  State Contact InformaVon 
•  Business and Technical 



TIGERS CommunicaVons 
 and Contact Data 

•  Review Progress and Contact Data 
– Are we missing criVcal data? 

–  Is there data that is no longer needed? 
•  Send concerns, ideas, comments to TIGERs 
leadership for change request. 



QuesVons???? 

•  Terry Garber, South Carolina DOR 
– garbert@sctax.org 

•  Greg MarVnez, Intuit 
– Greg_MarVnez@intuit.com 

•  Jonathan Lyon, FTA 
–  Jonathan.Lyon@taxadmin.org 

•  Donna Muccilli 
– Donna.Muccilli@taxadmin.org  


